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The Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament: Colossians and Philemon is the first book in a

projected series of twenty volumes that seeks to bring together classroom, study, and pulpit by

providing the student or pastor with the information needed to understand and expound the Greek

text of the New Testament. Author Murray J. Harris aims to close the gap between grammatical

analysis and exegesis, leading the reader into an in-depth understanding of the New Testament

Greek text by guiding him or her through the processes of thorough exegesis flowing into sermon

construction.Each volume provides the following for the biblical book or books on which it is

written:â€¢ Brief introduction on authorship, date, occasion, and purposeâ€¢ List of recommended

commentariesâ€¢ Extensive exegetical notesâ€¢ Translation and expanded paraphrase of the whole

bookâ€¢ Comprehensive exegetical outlineâ€¢ Glossary of grammatical and rhetorical terms
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Decades ago when I was a young Christian, I told a Christian leader I needed a book to help me



learn the Bible book-by-book each verse at a time. He introduced me to commentaries. The very

first time I turned the pages of a commentary and saw how each verse was explained, I thought this

was a dream come true. And all these years later, I'm still reading them and gaining much insight

and edification from them. Similarly after I had finished intermediate Greek, I thought what I really

needed was a set of books that would take me through the Greek text of the New Testament verse

by verse. When I found the EGGNT series on  and bought this first volume, I had a deja vu

feeling.EGGNT doesn't just guide you through the Greek text verse by verse, it does it a phrase or a

clause at a time. It's truly amazing and I can think of nothing that can help a Greek student navigate

his way through treacherous Greek syntax better than this. Incidentally, even though the book says

you need to have done basic Greek to use it, I think you really should complete a course on

intermediate Greek or otherwise, you will face some serious problems, particularly with the Greek

cases (especially the genitive and dative) and also the very flexible use of the article.The author, Dr

Harris, is really very thorough: there's hardly anything in the Greek he does not cover. He also

discusses the various options and interpretations possible and some of them can get rather

complex. But going through the book will assuredly improve a student's grasp of the language.
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